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Chemistry Nobel's
mirror image puzzle:
What it means for
India and its medicines

Henri Kagan and Kenso Soai won the 2026 Nobel Prize in Chem-
istry for showing how a tiny molecular imbalance can be am-
plified. Here is the mirror image puzzle behind it, why scientists
call it special, and what it could mean for medicines made in India.

m Think of the last tablet you

swallowed. For many medi-

cines, the molecule doing the

work has a twin: the same atoms, joined in the same order, but a mir-

ror image. One form heals. The other may do little, or cause side effects

nobody wanted. Your body can tell the twins apart, and so can your

nose. One form of a molecule called carvone smells of spearmint. Its

mirror image smells of caraway, an aromatic spice. For decades, mak-
ing only the right twin in a laboratory was a stubborn puzzle.

© KANIKA SINGH

Technology News

Artificial Intelligence:

Transforming the Future

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is one of the fastest-growing tech-
nologies in the world. It is changing the way people learn,
work, communicate, and solve problems. Al tools can help users
write documents, translate languages, analyze information, create
images, and develop computer programs. Many businesses are
using Al to improve productivity, reduce repetitive work, and pro-
vide better services to customers. In education, Al can support stu-
dents with personalized learning, while in healthcare, it can assist
professionals in analyzing medical information. However, the rapid
growth of Al also raises concerns about data privacy, job security,
and the responsible use of technology. Experts believe that Al will
continue to play an important role in shaping the future, making it
essential for people to develop digital skills and understand how
to use these tools safely and effectively.

© SHREE KEWAT

Clocking 150kmph, Mayank Yadav
offers India a missing link in T20Is

ndia’s T20I era under
IShreyas Iyer is gathering

momentum. After losing 2-
0inIreland and 4-0 in England,
they have won 10 of their last 11
T20Is, with Sunday’s 14-run win
over West Indies in Indore the
latest. This run has come with-
out Jasprit Bumrah, whose
workload is managed with the
ODI World Cup in mind. In his
absence, Mayank Yadav has
been the most exciting quick to
step up.

In six spells against Zim-
babwe and West Indies, May-
ank has taken nine wickets for
182 runs in 22 overs at an econ-
omy rate of 8.27.

He gives India something
different: an out-and-out
quick who can touch 150
kmph. India have had fast
bowlers, but rarely a regular,
fit option with the raw pace
of Jofra Archer, Mark Wood
or Anrich Nortje. At that
speed, batsmen have less
time to settle or commit to a

With India looking to build its pace attack beyond Jasprit Bumrah,
Mayank Yadav’s raw speed and Prince Yadav’s movement and control
offer two different options ahead of the 2028 T20 World Cup

14Y,

stroke. If May-
ank stays fit
and works on his control, his
pace could give India a
weapon they have lacked.

In Indore, Mayank went
wicketless for 34, but his first
two overs were threatening. He
found movement away from
right-handers, beat the edges
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and drew one
from Shimron
Hetmyer’s bat that was
dropped. Later, Hetmyer
pulled a slower short ball for
four, and Sherfane Rutherford
hit a missed yorker for six.
Mayank’s pace troubled the
batsmen.

He showed his real at-

L

tributes in the second game at
Ranchi. His 3/36 included
wickets of Kamil Pooran and
Hetmyer, both against short
balls, before he bowled Rov-
man Powell with a 149.5 kmph
delivery that hit off stump. Ru-
therford then struck two fours
and a six.

In Lucknow, Shai Hope at-
tacked his fast and slower balls,
while  Rutherford picked
changes of pace when they
landed short or within his
reach, hitting boundaries off
deliveries at 112-119 kmph. His
slower balls proved ineffective
when the length gave the bats-
man time to adjust.

On his return against Zim-
babwe after nearly two years
away, Mayank took 2/18, dis-
missing Bennett with his first
ball, which moved away, and
Myers after beating him at
around 145 kmph. He went
wicketless in the second match,
then took 3/29 in the third.

© JAYESH SURYAWANSHI
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AMAZING FACTS

There Are Underwater
Waterfalls

ear Mauritius Underwater Waterfall, an op-

| \| tical illusion makes it look like water is fall-

ing into the ocean. It is actually caused by

sand and silt flowing down the seabed. It's one of
the most fascinating natural illusions on Earth.

® JAI PANCHAL

Punjab anti-drug activist's

he district authorities in Punjab's

Mansa on Wednesday demolished
a portion of the house belonging to
Ashwani Kumar, the medical store
owner who fatally shot anti-drug activ-
ist Parvinder Singh alias Jhota in broad
daylight on Tuesday, officials said.

An excavator razed the front portion
of Kumar's residence amid heavy police
presence, after informa-
tion was received about
unauthorised construction on the
premises, a senior police officer said.

Jhota, known for raising his voice
against drug abuse and illegal sale of
addictive substances at chemist shops,
was shot in broad daylight in a busy
marketplace in Mansa on Tuesday.

Kumar, the medical store owner,
opened fire on Jhota and his com-
panions, allegedly after they ques-

= Kkilling: Accused's house razed

tioned him for selling addictive drugs
to an elderly man.

Ashwani has been arrested in Rajas-
than, police said.The shooting left the
town simmering with tension as the
activist's supporters vandalised the
medical shop, while Jhota's family re-
fused to cremate his body in
protest.Police on Tuesday arrested an
associate of Kumar who
helped him escape.

The murder drew widespread con-
demnation from the opposition
leaders, who criticised the AAP gov-
ernment for a "breakdown"” in law and
order, and the "Jungle Raj" prevailing
in the state.They also said that Jhota's
killing raised serious questions about
the safety of those who raise their
voice against the drug menace in Pun-
jab. © AADYA YADAV

Craftsmen in US use medieval technigues to reconstruct Notre Dame roof supportA full-scale truss fit for the Paris
cathedral will be builtin Washington, DG this summer as part of a teaching project by Handshouse Studio

team of around 30 young crafts-

men in Washington, DC will use
800-year-old woodworking tech-
niques to reconstruct a piece of the
fire-damaged roof of Notre Dame
cathedral in Paris. As part of a teach-
ing project organised by the Boston-
based Handshouse Studio, the group
will erect a full-scale truss that will
rise more than three storeys high on
the campus of Catholic University this
August, with the 45-foot by 35-foot
support structure moving to the Na-
tional Building Museum on the Na-
tional Mall shortly after.

The project is meant to be a “gift”
to France and the collective effort to
rebuild Notre Dame, and will serve as
a living record of tradition tech-
niques.It is also a teachable moment.
“We study architectural history
through drawings, photographs, and
on-site observations, but to study an
important work of architecture by re-
constructing it dramatically expands
one's appreciation for the building
and the people who created it,” says

Mark Ferguson, the dean of
Catholic University’s School of
Architecture and Planning,
whose students will be in-
volved in the project. “[It] will bring
people together from all walks of life
to experience the joy and hard work
of crafting a beautiful building.”“The
loss of the roof during the 2019 fire at

ART AND CRAFT NEWS

Notre Dame was devastating, com-
plete, and more than simply ma-
terial,” says Tonya Ohnstad, Catholic
University’s associate dean of grad-
uate studies, who will lead a summer
course on historic building methods

in conjunction with the work-
shop. “It destroyed a forest of
trees, generations of building
technology, and an unimagin-
able amount of human spirit and
energy embodied in the timber struc-
ture. What an incredible opportunity
to be able to be part of the recon-
struction, demonstration, and pas-

sing on of tectonic knowledge.”

The effort is the idea of Rick
Brown, who with his wife Laura co-
founded Handshouse Studio to teach
young architects and craftsman
around the world the history of craft.
“Before the fire was out, I started get-
ting phone calls,” says Brown, who
previously spearheaded a similar
project to replicate the roof of a 17th
century synagogue that was de-
stroyed during the Second World
War.For the Notre Dame truss, he
and his team have selectively har-
vested 20 old oak trees from near
Lexington, Virginia, with comparable
characteristics to the “forest” of 1,300
trees used to construct the roof over
the Paris cathedral in the 12th cen-
tury.

The Virginia logs, which arrived in
Washington, DC in mid-July, are
being hewn and shaped using hand-
held tools similar to those once hefted
by medieval artisans, following
French protocols for the rebuilding
effort.
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Senior Citizen Care, Redefined
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Panda Road, Near La Sagesse Academy,

Rau, Indore MP 453331
Phone: 9340380647, 8817137388
Email:sbsseniorspride@gmail.com
website: www.sbsseniorspride.com
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