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AMAZING FACTS

A Single Lightning Bolt
Powers a Town

powerful lightning bolt contains billions of joules of

energy. That's enough energy to power hundreds of
homes for a short time. Nature's electrical storms are among
the most energetic events on Earth.

® MISHTI TYAGI

TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Cybersecurity: Protecting
the Digital World

ybersecurity has become a major concern as more
‘ people use the internet for banking, shopping, edu-

cation, and communication. It refers to the methods
and technologies used to protect computers, mobile
phones, networks, and personal information from cybe-
rattacks. Common online threats include phishing emails,
identity theft, harmful software, and data breaches. With
the development of artificial intelligence, cybercriminals
may also use advanced tools to create convincing fake
messages and scams.

To stay safe online, users should create strong passwords,
enable two-factor authentication, avoid clicking on suspi-
cious links, and keep their devices updated. Companies and
governments are also investing in stronger security systems
to protect sensitive data and digital services. Cybersecurity
awareness is essential for everyone because even a small
mistake can lead to financial loss or the misuse of personal
information. As technology continues to advance, protecting
digital information will remain a major priority worldwide.

© PRAGYANSH
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SCIENCE NEWS
India on alert: Low-pressure

system over Bay of Bengal
may intensify into cyclone

An Andaman Sea circulation is likely to form a low-press-
ure area over the Bay of Bengal on 23 October 2026. Its ex-
pected intensification has put India's eastern coast on watch,
though no cyclone or landfall is confirmed.

A developing weather system over the Andaman Sea
could mark the beginning of a fresh cyclonic threat over the
Bay of Bengal, with a low-pressure area likely to form on Oc-
tober 23, 2026.The system is expected to move west-north-
westwards and intensify further, putting coastal regions on
watch as meteorologists track its development.

According to the latest weather update, an upper-air
cyclonic circulation over the North Andaman Sea moved
west-northwestwards and lay over the North Andaman Sea,
off the Andaman Islands, at 5:30 am IST on October 22.
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SAANVI DHIMAN

Art and craft News

first-time visitors

and anyone curious about art.

Hyderabad Art Week
2026: Four galleries invite

Kalakriti, Srishti, Kadari and Dhi Contemporary to host
exhibitions, heritage walks, workshops, talks and ‘sip
and hop' cafe outings for newcomers and regular art lovers

If they thought of visiting an art gallery seems boring or
intimidating, the first edition of Hyderabad Art Week
(HAW), from October 26 to November 1, hopes to change
that. Think of gallery hopping, heritage walks, workshops,
and conversations with art practitioners and curious visi-
tors. Four of Hyderabad’s leading galleries — Kalakriti,
Srishti, Kadari and Dhi Contemporary — are coming to-
gether with a week-long itinerary to attract high school
students, art students, architects and interior designers,

© SHOURYA DOIFODE

ECONOMICS NEWS

Government Puts 25 Coal Blocks on Sale
in 16th Round of Commercial Auctions

New auction round aims to expand do-
mestic coal production and strengthen
private-sector participation in the coal
sector

NEW DELHI: The Government of India
has announced the 16th round of commer-
cial coal mine auctions, putting 25 coal
blocks up for sale as part of its continuing ef-
forts to increase domestic coal production
and reduce dependence on imported coal.

The latest auction round is expected to
provide greater opportunities for private-
sector participation in coal mining and sup-
port the country’s broader energy-security
objectives.

[Continue with the verified details from
the source article, including the states where
the blocks are located, auction categories, es-
timated reserves, production potential, eligi-
bility requirements and government
statements.]

The commercial coal auction programme
is intended to enable companies to partici-
pate in coal mining for commercial pur-
poses, with the broader objective of

increasing production and improving effi-
ciency in the sector.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS

D 25 coal blocks offered in the 16th round

» Commercial mining through an auction-
based process

D Greater participation of private-sector
companies

) Focus on increasing domestic coal produc-
tion

D Part of the government’s broader strategy
for energy security

BACKGROUND

India has progressively opened its coal
sector to commercial mining, allowing eli-
gible companies to mine coal for commercial
sale. Successive auction rounds have been
conducted to bring additional coal resources
into production.

The latest auction represents another step
in this process, with the government seeking
to unlock additional coal resources while en-
couraging investment and competition in the
sector.

WHAT IT MEANS

The auction of additional coal blocks could
contribute to higher domestic coal availabil-
ity and support industries that depend
heavily on coal, including power generation
and manufacturing. The eventual impact will
depend on the successful allocation, devel-
opment and operationalisation of the mines.

© MISHA SHARMA
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Assisted Living

Senior Citizen Care, Redefined
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Panda Road, Near La Sagesse Academy,

Rau, Indore MP 453331
Phone: 9340380647, 8817137388
Email:sbsseniorspride@gmail.com
website: www.sbsseniorspride.com
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